TONY MEDINA IS INNOCENT OF CAPITAL MURDER

Tony Medina was 12 years old when he started running around with a group of friends at school - they called themselves a gang. A young boy growing up in one of Houston Texas' crime infested neighborhoods, Tony became caught up in the cycle of criminality that so many street kids fall into when they are looking to "belong". Having spent over 9 years going in and out of this strange tribal world, Tony was only 2 months into his 21st year of life when he was charged with Capital Murder. Though he had decided to change his lifestyle so he could help raise his children, he never got the chance. Less then 7 months after being arrested, TONY MEDINA was SENTENCED TO DIE BY LETHAL INJECTION.

THE CRIME

As a group of young teens celebrated the coming of a brand new year, with January 1, 1996 barely a few hours old, a passenger in a dark blue car opened fire into the crowd of people. The devastating crime left a 9-year old boy and his 15-year old sister dead. An 18-year old friend of the family also sustained a gunshot wound. Multiple families were destroyed. NONE OF THESE FACTS HAVE EVER BEEN IN DISPUTE.

TONY MEDINA- THOUGH SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR THIS CRIME - HAS ALWAYS MAINTAINED HIS INNOCENCE.

THE United States Supreme Court has ruled that the Constitution forbids the execution of a person who has been validly convicted and sentenced to death but who, nonetheless, can prove his innocence with newly discovered evidence. The evidence used to convict Tony Medina and sentence him to death has been PROVEN to be UNRELIABLE and was obtained in a manner that completely undermines the testimony given by the State's most important trial witnesses. The lawyers appointed to represent Mr Medina on appeal have established, through 14 years of investigation, that Tony Medina is FACTUALLY AND LEGALLY INNOCENT.

Tony Medina was convicted and sentenced to death almost 20 years ago, before the passage of critical reforms designed to fix significant problems with the Texas Criminal Justice system. Mr Medina's arrest and trial was plagued by these very problems. A pervasive pattern of Police and Prosecutorial Misconduct combined to place him on death row for a crime his appeal lawyers HAVE PROVEN HE DID NOT COMMIT.

Though the courts have given Police much leeway in how they investigate criminal cases, the Houston police Department went far outside these bounds to implicate Tony Medina for this crime.

•• Witnesses as young as 13 were threatened, coerced and assaulted to extract statements identifying Mr Medina as the shooter. 

•• Juvenile witnesses were fed information by Detectives to help make their statements fit the Police's theory and interviewed without parents present.

•• Promises were made to participants of the crime and not disclosed to defense counsel.

•• Statements made by witnesses at the scene to Police that the shooter was African-American were never disclosed.

Empowered by the public they serve and the courts they answer to, Prosecutors represent the interests of the Justice System and are held to a higher degree of accountability. The Harris County Prosecutors in Tony Medina's case completely disregarded the laws they were sworn to uphold.

•• False testimony was elicited to bolster witnesses credibility and mislead the jury throughout the trial.

•• Evidence withheld from the defense and never seen by the jury as they decided Mr Medina's fate includes:
---- An EYE-WITNESS statement to the police that identified the

shooter as African-American.
---- A memo from police issued after Tony Medina was in jail that stated the police were looking for an African-American gang-member who the POLICE SUSPECTED was THE SHOOTER in this crime.
---- The criminal histories of trial witnesses presented by the prosecution to the jury as honest and credible.
---- A statement made to the police that identified the shooter as someone other the Mr Medina.
---- Interview notes with multiple state witnesses who changed their version of events more then once that would have discredited the witnesses, showing them as liars before the jury.

•• Deals to testify in exchange for no charges being filed were made with state witnesses who lied to the Police and perjured themselves on the stand.

Charged with Capital Murder, on trial for his life, and facing this corrupt and tainted Justice System, Mr Medina was given 2 court-appointed lawyers. The lead attorney, who is responsible for the majority of the work, was once named the "Lawyer Best Known For Losing Capital Cases" in the New York Times newspaper. Attorney Jerry Guerinot, who has been called "Probably America's Most Dangerous Defense lawyer", has had more clients on death row then any other Defense Lawyer in the U.S. The second-chair Attorney , Jack Millin, was terminally ill with cancer, had to be absent for hours at a time from Mr Medina's trial for treatment, and failed to subpoena even one mitigation witness. Combined, these 2 attorneys were responsible for well over 250 cases during the 7-month period they represented Mr Medina.

Ten years before Mr Medina went to trial, the 5th Circuit Court recognized that, at a minimum, COUNSEL HAS THE DUTY TO INTERVIEW POTENTIAL WITNESSES and to make an INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION of the facts and the circumstances of the case. Counsel can decide AFTER the investigation not to use any information discovered, however, failing to interview witnesses or even contacting witnesses is a complete abandonment of a lawyers professional duty. Trial counsel for Mr Medina utterly failed to investigate the prosecutor's case, or even their own defensive theory.

•• Investigators spent only 30 hours investigating the case, and did not begin any investigation until 6 days before the trial started, much of this time was spent making phone calls over 2 days.

•• Counsel never interviewed or even spoke with the majority of the state's witnesses.

•• Though Mr Medina's family gave his lawyers the names of people with information on the case, the Defense lawyers never interviewed them before trial.

•• An ADEQUATE investigation by the defense, as conducted by appellate Lawyers, would have produced testimony from a witness who lived close to the scene that saw two black males, one shooting a rifle in the air, in a car that matched the drive-by vehicle
•• Produced a witness that saw the African-American gang member originally charged with this crime in possession of the murder weapon days after the crime.

•• Produced several witnesses who heard this person admit to the shooting, as well as his plans to blame Mr Medina 

•• Given the Defense evidence that it needed to impeach several state witnesses that lied on the stand.
TONY MEDINA IS INNOCENT

By looking at even this small fraction of evidence extracted from legal papers filed by Mr Medina's Attorneys, it is clear that he did not receive a fair trial in 1996. Through a combination of misconduct by the Houston police Department as well as the Harris County prosecutors, and the total failure of his trial lawyers, Tony Medina has spent over 19 years on DEATH ROW for a crime someone else committed. It is long past time the wrongs of yesterday should be set right.

As Tony Medina lingers on the Row, he continues to flight to have his appeal heard by a fair and impartial court, which he hopes would see the miscarriage of Justice done in his conviction and grant him a new trial.

We hope you will "Like" us on FACEBOOK and sign the Petition enabling us to Link with your e-mail so that, as we build a coalition of support for Tony Medina, we can keep you updated on what is happening with him and any actions we are taking to help his fight.
